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ELECTORAL MATTERS COMMITTEE

20 August 2019

Meeting commenced:       1.30pm

Meeting ended:           2.30pm 

Present: Councillor Ferguson – in the chair
Councillors Jolley, Lancaster, Joan Walsh, John Walsh, August, K Garrido, Ro Garrido, 
Turner, Boshell, Brocklehurtst, Dawson, Saunders, Pevitt, Dickman and Wade.

Officers:       

Jim Taylor - Chief Executive
Karen Berry - Service Manager
Sara Rushton - Team Leader

1.          APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Paul Dennett, from Councillors Merry, Humphreys, 
Kelly, Reynolds, Burch, Jones, Leitner, Hinds and Barnes.

2.          DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

3.         MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 July 2019 were approved as a correct record. There were no 
matters arising.

4.        COMPULSORY REVIEW OF POLLING  DISTRICT AND POLLING STATIONS

Councillor Ferguson, Chair of Electoral Matters Committee introduced this item and in doing so explained 
that the reports seeks the approval of the Electoral Matters Committee for the compulsory review of polling 
districts and polling places within the city.

Members were informed that a review of polling districts and stations will commence this month and 
members will be consulted accordingly along with other stakeholders.

As required by the Electoral Administration and Registration Act 2013, compulsory reviews of 
parliamentary polling districts and polling places must take place every 5 years, reflecting the Fixed Term 
Parliament Act 2011.
The Council undertook its last compulsory review, which was combined with a review of local election 
arrangements, in 2013 coming into effect in April 2014.

It is felt that the optimum time to conduct the compulsory review is the summer/autumn of 2019. This is to 
enable learning from the both the local elections in 2018 and 2019 to be taken into account. Learning from 
the European Parliamentary Election held in May 2019 can also now be considered.

Members were informed that a review of polling districts and stations will commence this month and 
members will be consulted accordingly along with other stakeholders.  
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Members were informed that presiding officers and station inspectors completed a questionnaire and 
submitted photographs to help inform the review.

Members were assured that any feedback submitted so far from members following the Local and EU 
Elections will feed in to this review.

Consideration will also be given to the Boundary Review changes in anticipation of the ‘laying of the order 
week commencing 3 June 2019. Councillor Jolley asked that consideration was given to 

Conversations are also planned with Manchester due to the Boundary Review changes impacting wards 
across the boundary. Ward members will be consulted accordingly.

It was highlighted that on occasions, it may be necessary to change the designation of a polling place 
outside the statutory review process or meeting of the Electoral Matters Committee. This usually occurs as 
a result of premises being closed or unexpectedly becoming unavailable, often at short notice, or if an 
unscheduled poll takes place as happened with the European Election this year. Therefore it is 
recommended that authority is delegated to the Chief Executive to make, where necessary, alterations to 
the designation of any polling place in such circumstances.

It is proposed that the compulsory review takes place between 20 August 2019 and 31 October 2019, 
although some correspondence has been sent earlier due to the additional workload created by the 
canvass activity. The timetable set out in Appendix 3 takes account of the three distinct stages. Full details 
have been included on the council’s web site and displayed in various venues across the city. Letters have 
been sent to various organisations and groups.

Councillor K Garrido conveyed her concerns that the review had not been included in Life in Salford. Karen 
Berry acknowledged that an opportunity had been missed and would liaise with the Comms Team.

Karen Berry offered to meet with ward councillors if felt beneficial. Otherwise members were asked to 
submit any feedback via email, if they had not already done so.

The report prompted the following observations:

 Request to publicise the review in all libraries and at the Big Day Out – agreed.

Members were informed that the final draft proposals for polling districts and polling places will be prepared 
by officers for submission to a special meeting of the Electoral Matters Committee on 20 October 2019, 
and whilst the Electoral Matters Committee could take the decision itself (it has the relevant delegations 
under Salford’s constitution). It is considered that it would be more transparent to take any substantive 
review to Full Council on 20 November 2019.

Any changes to the scheme agreed by Council will be reflected in the Electoral Register published by the 
Electoral Registration Officer on 1 December 2019 and will be in place for the next scheduled elections – 
the local elections, Elected City Mayor and the Combined Authority Mayoral Election taking place on 7 May 
2020.

 RESOLVED: That, members of the Electoral Matters Committee approved the following   
 recommendations:

1. To note the background to the review and the proposed timetable/process including the consultation 
arrangements;

2. To authorise the initiation of the compulsory review of polling districts and polling places within the 
Council’s area;

3. To delegate authority for undertaking the review to the Chief Executive;

4. To delegate authority to the Chief Executive to make, where necessary, alterations to the designation of 
any polling place;
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5. To request that the Chief Executive reports back to the Electoral Matters Committee upon completion of 
the review, so that the Committee can make final recommendations on polling districts and polling places 
to the City Council.

5.      DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED: That the next meeting of the Committee be held on 18 September 2019 at 1:30pm. 


